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are clearly, though not deeply, conceived. There is a solitary
Senecan aphorism ('For fear of death is worse than death itself);
but the play is free, alike from the tedious commonplaces of
academic tragedy, and from the extravagant rhetoric which
Taniburlaine had brought into vogue. This is partly due to
the dramatist's vein of humour, not always duly restrained, but
seasoned with salt enough to withstand the changes of time.
Occasionally, he seems to criticise the absurdity of his own
dramatic expedients. There is more point than was, perhaps,
apparent to the author in Mumford's comment upon the disguised
king's extraordinary speed in the wooing of Cordelia :

Have Palmers weeds such power to win fayre Ladies?
Fayth, then I hope the next that falles is myne:
Upon condition I no worse might speed,
1 would for ever weare a Palmers weed.
I like an honest and playne dealing wench,
That sweares (without exceptions) I will have yon.
These soppets, that know not whether to love a man or no,
except they fii'st go aske their mothers leave, by this hand, I
Late them ten tyines worse then poyson.

KING.

What resteth then our happinesse to procure?

MtTMFORD.

Fayth, go to Church, to make the matter sure.

KING.

It shall be so, because the world shall say,

King Leirs three daughters were wedded in one day:

The celebration of this happy chaunce,

We will deferre, untill we coine to Fraunce.

MUMFORD.

I like the wooing, that's not long a doing.

Well, for her sake, I know what I know:

He never marry whilest I live,

Except I have one of these Brittish Ladyes,

My humour is alienated from the mayds of Fraunce.

The Lamentable Tragcdie of Locrine (Newly set foorth,
overseene and corrected. By W. 8. 1595) is a play of unusual
interest, not only because of the questions of authorship it raises,
but because of its combination of the diverse streams of influence
to which the drama was by this time subject It adopts the dumb-
shows of academic tragedy, with Ate" as chorus ; it has two ghosts
and a duplicated revenge motive; the opening scene is imitated